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Book Reviews
Adler, David A. We Remember the Holocaust.
Henry Holt, 1989. ISBN 0-805-00434-3. $15.95. 147 pp.
Human nature, being what it is, causes foggy forgetfulness over time. For survivors
of the Holocaust, however, time tends to sharpen haunting memories. "Memories of the
Holocaust intrude every day on Irene Hizme. 'Every time I take a shower, I think of
Auschwitz. There's a great deal of sadness in my life because of the Holocaust'. "
Irene Hizme's account of Holocaust experiences is just one of the numerous personal
accounts Mr. Adler uses to punctuate his text. In fact, Adler's text explains the
background of World War II with the Holocaust era almost entirely illuminated by
eyewitness accounts. To make the reports most vivid, the reader finds photographs of
the principals in the margins of each page. A chronology, glossary, bibliography, and
"Suggested Reading" list make this a superb research source and give the entire book
authoritative clout.
The accounts (some very graphic) bear testimony of an era that most people would
wish to forget. But it happened. Will we allow it to happen again? Why did Eleanor
Roosevelt support a bill to provide refuge for thousands of Jewish children that her
husband, the President of the United States, and the Congress rejected?
"Prejudice, bigotry, and hatred have not disappeared. On the contrary, in the past
few years violent acts motivated by prejUdice have increased. And often the people guilty
of painting swastikas on Jewish buildings, of attacking Jews, blacks and others, are young
people. "
Wise teachers and parents would not only make this book available to their charges,
but they would discuss it and try to answer the questions posed by Mr. Adler and
Holocaust participants-uncomfortable questions-personal-responsibility questions.
-Gabi Kupitz

*

5+
NF

***

Borton de Trevino, Elizabeth. El Giiero. Illustrated by Leslie W. Bowman.
Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1989. ISBN 0-374-31995-2. $12.95. 99 pp.
The Newbery Award winning author Elizabeth Borton de Trevino faithfully recounts
the true adventure story of her father-in-law. EI Giiero (the blond one), son of an exiled
Mexican judge, sets out with his family on an adventure across land and sea. Along the
way, he confronts highway bandits, pirates, Indians, and a pesty military officer who tries
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to stop the judge from upholding the law. On each occasion, the adventure heightens
until finally, El Giiero travels through an unknown wilderness as the family's sole means
of bringing help.
This book falls short of the narrative genius Borton de Trevino displayed in her I ,
Juan de Pareja. The story's plot should be sufficient to provide Borton de Trevino with
another vehicle for producing an outstanding novel; but the narrator's lack of detail leaves
the reader desiring more. Borton de Trevino's ability to depict El Giiero's developing
relationship with his father is, however, exceptional. The aristocratic and rigid judge,
known to his children only as Papa, becomes Papacito as father and son, together,
experience the harsh reality of their exiled frontier life. That transformation alone makes
the book worthy of at least one reading.
-John B. Wright

***

Brady, Philip. Reluctant Hero: A Snowy Road to Salem in 1802.
Walker and Company, 1990. ISBN 0-8027-6974-8. $16.95. 159 pp.

*

8-12
FI

Cutting Favour, a thirteen year old boy living in the early 1800's in New Hampshire,
is told by his father (who has just broken his leg) that he, Cutting, will have to travel
alone to Salem, Massachusetts. "Once, in Salem, somehow he must sell his load of
shingles and furs, and hurry back with food. If he failed, or was too long journeying,
his family would likely starve" as there is little food left. Cutting (a strange name, to
modem ears, but based on an ancestor of Brady's) takes his two oxen, Big Red and
Rusty, and his cat, Sam Adams, and heads for Salem. His first night out, he meets up
with Selina Shuckford, a girl close to his own age, and is persuaded to escort her home
to Salem. Their pursuit by old Jake Curney (who had earlier tried to knife Cutting), their
encounter with trader Saul, and Cutting's throwing ax, all combine to make Cutting a true
Reluctant Hero.
Included in the book are maps of Cutting's travels from new Hampshire to Salem, and
a map of Salem, about 1780; a bibliography for those who want to learn more; and a
glossary. I wish I had known about the glossary (at the end of the book) before I started.
There are many words that Brady uses which are not in common use today, and knowing
that the glossary is there will make the reading more understandable and enjoyable. For
anyone who enjoys historical fiction, this book is most interesting reading and will bring
new insight into the period of the late 1700's, early 1800's in New England. The
romance between Cutting and Selina seems a little improbable to the modem reader (they
are only thirteen), but not when you consider that during this period of history, many
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girls were married by the age of fourteen. It is a believable, entertaining, and enriching
book.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Carlstrom, Nancy White. Grandpappy. Illustrated by Laurel MoIk.
Little, Brown and Company, 1990. ISBN 0-316-12855-4. $13.95. Unpaginated.
This is a beautiful book about the relationship between Nate and his Grandpappy.
Having come to spend some time with Grandpappy, Nate is treated to all the wonders of
the sea shore: the gray heron , the fields of four-leaf clovers, the rocks on the beach, the
seagulls, and sand castles. Most provocative, however, is that Nate learns that
Grandpappy thinks people are more important than things. He will always remember
Grandpappy's laugh, how "it comes up slowly from deep down inside and spills out and
over like the milkshakes we make in the blender for lunch. " Also touching are the
lessons Grandpappy teaches Nate from the Bible-about "forgiving people who hurt you, "
and the sage advice, "Be a light, Nate, a light in a dark place." And Nate's eager, "I'll
try, Grandpappy, I'll try. "
All Molk 's illustrations are lovely, but the illustrations of the grandfather and his
grandson on the page where they are reading the Bible is superb! Attention is given to
every little detail. (It makes me wonder why Molk didn't spend the time to make all of
the illustrations this beautiful.) Nevertheless, a captivating feeling is there-throughout
the book. Grandpappy is a book that any child with such a grand grandfather as Nate's
would love to read, over and over.
-Helen Hoopes

A
2-6
FI
PB

***

Chardiet, Bernice and G ace Maccarone. "School Friends" Series. Illustrated by G.
Brian Karas.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1990. ISBN 0-590-44108-6. $11.95. Unpaginated.
"School F riends" is the name of the series and two of the titles are The Best Teacher
ill the World, and Merry Christmas, What 's Your Name. The stories for this series are
set in the same school , with the same teacher, and the same students. The Best Teacher
ill the World (0-590-44108-6) is Ms. Darcy. She is very pretty and very smart. She is
also a caring teacher as illustrated by the fact that when a student doesn't follow through
with an assignment to take a note to another teacher, Ms. Darcy still shows she cares and
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gives the student a second chance. Merry Christmas, What's Your Name (0-590-44334-8)
all starts out when Bunny Rabissi can't stand being called "Bunny Rabbit" one more time
and decides to change her name. She sets a trend in her class and soon no one knows
what to call anyone. The day the presents are placed under the tree, each child realizes
that he will never get one because his new changed name is not on the present-the old
original name is. To receive their presents they must change their names back again.
All do except for Raymond Allen Tally whose initials continue to be R.A.T. Two other
titles in the series are Martin and the Tooth Fairy and Brenda's Private Swing.
The series is meant for children just beginning to read. It gives examples of some of
the nice things that happen in school. Children can relate, not only to the students in the
books, but also to the adults who depict warm and caring people that children would not
be afraid to know. They could also be read to pre-school children who are anxious about
school because the stories would help to alleviate fears about what happens in school.
-Vicky M. Turner

***

Cole, Joanna. Anna Banana, 101 Jump-Rope Rhymes. Illustrated by Alan Tiegreen.
Morrow Junior Book, 1989. ISBN 0-688-07788-9. $11.95. 64 pp.
B
3-6
NF
PB

"Sugar, salt, pepper, cider.
How many legs has a bow-legged spider?
One, two, three, four, five ... "
Remember the slap of the jump-rope as you held your breath, waiting for just the
right moment to jump in? This book will remind you of many of the rhymes youjumped
to, and will give you many more besides. Any child who likes to jump rope will enjoy
thumbing through this book and noting down one or two new ones to use.
The black and white line drawings on every page are humorous and distinctive. They
have as much fun trying to conform to the verses as the book does in inviting the child
to have fun jumping the rope.
This book is a fun resource book recommended for libraries with already large
collections. If you are budgetarily limited, you may want to skip this one.
-Jan Staheli

***
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Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus Lost in the Solar System. Illustrated by Bruce
Degen.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1990. ISBN 0-590-41428-3. $13.95. Unpaginated.
Ms. Frizzle, her class, and the Magic School Bus are off again, this time on an
adventure through the solar system. Add this title to the three other Magic School Bus
books already on your shelves. The little green lizard is back displaying his subtle
humor, Ms. Frizzle's clothes change with the subject, and the children are back with a
wide variety of questions and comments. One fun thing to watch is the scale (appearing
on the page each time a new planet is visited) telling the reader how much they would
weigh if they were actually on that planet. The children's reports that appear scattered
on the pages contain as much information as the main text of the book. A definite
must-this will be a much loved book.
-Vicky M. Turner

...
2-4
NF

.........

Elkington, John, Julia Hailes, Douglas Hill, and Joel Makower.
Illustrated by Tony Ross.
Puffin Books, 1990. ISBN 0-14-034597-3. $8.95. 111 pp.

Going Green.

It's time to join the conservation movement and John Elkington, et al., have written
a kid's handbook to saving the planet. Going Green describes the problem, and suggests
a way to do an inventory of home, school, and community. In Section three, there's an
A to Z list of things that can be done to help our environment. With each of the
activities, e.g., avoiding fast-food with its over-packaging, is also listed a source for more
information. The one on avoiding over-packaging lists both a source on the overpackaging trash problem and a source for nutritional information about fast-foods.
Besides a variety of things to do, success stories are listed in the margins in green
ink, e.g., the students near Puget Sound, Washington, who adopted a stream. They
cleaned three trucks' worth of litter and debris from the shores and hatched baby salmon
in a classroom aquarium. Don't tell me children wouldn't get excited about an activity
like that.
Finally, there are several pages listing books on ecology that could be checked out
from a local or school library. Maybe, like me, you've always cringed at litter and

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1990

A
3+
NF

5

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 11 [1990], Iss. 4, Art. 3
14 Brigham Young University
waste. Now is the time (before it's too late) to help children and ourselves do something
about it. This is one of the many books that can help you develop a home or school
ecology program.
-Lillian Heil

***

Follett, Ken. The Mystery Hideout. Illustrated by Stephen Marchesi.
Morrow Junior Books, 1990. ISBN 0-688-08721-3. $12.95. 88 pp.
A6-9
FI

I was so excited to see that one of my favorite authors, Ken Follett, was writing for
young adults, that I grabbed this book up in a second. As I got into the book, though,
I was a little disappointed. The Mystery Hideout is the story of two young boys, living
in London, who try to find a way to stop a plan to build a luxury hotel on the site of an
old, abandoned movie studio. If the hotel is built, Mick and his mother will lose thei
apartment building, and Izzie's dad (an out-of-work filmmaker) will not be able to reopen
the old studio. These boys act like secret agents to discover what secret thing is going
on in the studio.
The story is a simple one, and the actions of the boys are quite predictable. I'm used
to Follett's breath-stopping intrigue where you never know what to expect from one
minute to the next. I know that he is writing to a younger audience, but even kids like
to find themselves sitting on the edge of their seats. Still, the book does manage to hold
the reader's interest and would be worth the read for the younger reader. The
illustrations are simple black and white drawings that help the reader get a good feel for
the characters.
-Helen Hoopes

***

Fraser, Betty. First Things First.
Harper and Row, 1990. ISBN 0-06-021855-X. $11.95. Unpaginated.
A
1-5
NF
PB

Betty Fraser's illustrated collection of sayings has a problem at the top of each page
such as "what to say when everyone is bossy and nothing gets done right." Below this
is an illustration clearly communicating the situation-in this case, a group of six children
obviously arguing about how to make soup with tempers and ingredients flying all over.
At the bottom of this page, a dog declares philosophically, "Too many cooks spoil the
broth." Another problem is what to say when things go badly. This is illustrated with
three sayings. One shows two little leaguers trudging home in the rain as they say, "Into
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each 'life some rain must fall." Another shows a sick little girl in bed surrounded by all
her toys and her dog proclaims, "Misery loves company." On the adjoining page her
friends parade in with flowers and toys to cheer her up as they say, "Every cloud has a
silver lining. "
It's an entertaining book that makes grown-up sayings understandable. The book ends
appropriately with the problem of "What to say when it's all done" and the answer-" All
good things come to an end. " The illustration shows one of the children asleep in her
bed.
-Lillian Reil

***

Gauch, Patricia Lee. Thunder at Gettysburg. Illustrated by Stephen Gammell.
G. P. Putnam, 1990. ISBN 0-399-22201-4. $13.95. 46 pp.
Patricia Lee Gauch has researched and retold the first-hand account of a fourteenyear-old girl who was caught in the middle of the Battle of Gettysburg. Aided by Stephen
Gammell's black and white drawings, Gauch's concise poetic style pulls the reader right
into the hubbub, horror, and confession of the historic battle of Gettysburg.
Gauch has shown how Tillie Pierce's attitude towards the impending battle changes
from a football-watching kind of excitement to the emotional reality of bloodshed,
destruction, and dying of war. At the end of this short book, the reader feels as if she,
too, had experienced the reality of the battle that was an accident. Neither the Rebel nor
Union forces wanted to fight at Gettysburg, but when troops from each side ran into each
other, the battle began. Gauch points out that because of this, many townspeople were
caught in the midst of the battle, and, like fourteen-year-old Tillie (not her real name)
many of them wrote accounts of their experiences. Like Tillie, their spectator excitement
changed as the battle raged around them, and their message was that although the battle
helped cripple the Rebel army, the cost to both sides was devastating. Like poetry, this
moving account would be best read aloud, shared with a family, or with a classroom
studying or visiting the site of the Civil War.
- Lillian Reil

A
4+
NF

***
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Giblin, James Cross. The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone: Key to Ancient Egypt.
Thomas Y . Crowell, 1990. ISBN 0-690-04799-1. $13.95. 85 pp.
A

3+
NF

Everyone I know is fascinated with Egypt. We devour each new book. This one
covers the discovery and translation of the Rosetta Stone. There is considerable detail
about the work of De Sacy, Akerblad, Young, Champolion, and others.
The nice thing about this book is that the hieroglyphs are written out, left to right, and
we can follow the work and logic of the early translators. The reader really gets caught
up in interacting with the author and second-guessing the translators.
This is a book that will be heavily read in any library
-Thomas Kent Hinckley

***

Grover, Wayne. Dolphin Adventure. Illustrated by Jim Fowler.
Greenwillow Books, 1990. ISBN 0-688-09442-2. $11.95. 47 pp.

*

1+
NF

PB

Wayne Grover's true story of a Dolphin Adventure became a children's book when
an alert Greenwillow editor saw Grover's account of wild dolphins coming to him for
help when he was diving off the Florida coast. The editor asked him to write his story
for children. Illustrated by Jim Fowler, this is Grover's experience with a father and
mother dolphin who brought their baby to him so that he could remove a fish hook
embedded in its tail.
Grover's first-hand account is convincingly told because of the details he includes of
the dolphins' behavior as they persuade their frightened baby to let the diver touch him.
It is an exciting story because of the clumsy big knife he has to use, and the very real
danger from sharks which are attracted to the scene by the blood as Grover cuts the hook
out.
It is a touching story because of the almost tangible feeling of love and peace that
Grover feels from the grateful dolphin parents. It is a complete story because about three
weeks after the hook-removing operation, Grover's boat is approached by seven dolphins,
one of which is a baby with a scar on its back. The baby had survived, and while the
dolphins swam near the boat, the author again experienced that same feeling of love and
peace he had felt the day he helped the dolphin family. Incredible? Not to me. The
more I read about and watch this particular mammal , the more convinced I am of their
intelligence. I think all ages will be fascinated with this true story.
-Lillian Rei)

***
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Hale, Sarah Josepha. Mary Had a Little Lamb. Illustrated by Bruce McMillan.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1990. ISBN 0-590-43773-9. $12.95. Unpaginated.
This is simply the old classic nursery rhyme that is illustrated with modem
photographs. The book is obviously easy to read and the photo-illustrations delight the
eye. The book has an afterword which explains the history of this particular nursery
rhyme. It also gives the original verse with Lesson XLVII from McGuffey's old Second
Eclectic Reader, 1857. Other interesting information can be learned by reading the
author blurb on the back jacket cover.
verything you probably ever wanted to know about this nursery rhyme-and
gorgeous pictures, too. The book could possibly have many classroom uses, from history
lessons about school, to photo essay examples.
-Vicky M. Turner

A
Pre-2

PI

PB

***

Heller, Ruth . Merry-Co-Round.
Grosset and Dunlap, 1990. ISBN 0-448-40085-5. $13.95. Unpaginated.

Merry-Co-Round, a book about nouns, is Ruth Heller's latest book on parts of speech.

It is colorful, dramatic, succinct and playful. For example, her warning to the reader of

exceptions to the rules-"Here come exceptions. Hang on to your hat"-on the page
showing enormous hats liberally decked with examples of nouns. Heller encourages the
reader to learn and to enjoy the rules of usage related to nouns. A spectacular green
dragon and a violet clad damsel in a birch bark forest introduce the thing-person-place
definition of a noun. King Arthur and Camelot exemplify the proper noun. Hope, love,
chivalry, and other knightly virtues introduce us to abstract nouns. Vivid examples of
concrete, compound, and collective nouns are followed by definitions and pictures of
singular and plural nouns including regular, irregular, and take-your-pick plurals like
flamingo or flamingoes . Possessives and determiners round out this short, brightly
illustrated explanation of nouns.
The illustrations are jewel-like, making the subject of nouns (by association) as vivid
as the persons, places, and things they symbolize. The rhyming text is rhythmic,
accurate, and concise. It's a book that invites children to enjoy learning about nouns and
how they are used.
-Lillian Heil

A
2+
NF
PT
PB

***
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Herlihy, Derlie. Ludie's Song.
Dial Books, 1988. ISBN 0-8037-0533-6. $14.95. 212 pp.

*

6+
FI

The summer Marty is thirteen, her parents send her to stay with Uncle Ray and Aunt
Letta while they take a trip.
And suddenly, Marty begins to really notice a lot of
disturbing things. A little boy must drink from a fountain labeled "for coloreds only."
Her loved friend and housekeeper, Sara, cannot stay in the house to care for her because
she is a "nigra" and they'd never get the smell out of the house. She is warned against
playing any more with the black children who have always been her friends because she
is getting to be a big girl now. In the midst of all this, Marty makes a new and secret
friend. A young black woman named Ludie lives in a field near Aunt Letta's house. She
is frightful to look at because she has been horribly burned and she cannot even speak,
but she is an artist of great ability. Marty comes to know Ludie and her family. Their
warmth and genuine affection for each other and for Marty give her courage to take a
stand when the need arises.
This is a fine book, well written and absorbing. It shows clearly the treatment given
to blacks in the South before the Civil Rights Movement, and the attitudes bred by
generations of conduct. Marty, as protagonist, gives us hope that real change is possible.
Sensitive and compassionate, this story leaves one thoughtful as well as heartened. I
would recommend it to any reader.
-Jan Staheli

***

Himmelman, John. Ibis: A True Whale Story.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1990. ISBN 0-590-42848-9. $12.95. Unpaginated.
A
Pre-3
FI
PB

The story is based on an actual happening off the coast of Massachusetts. The author
learned of a whale which had swum too close to a fishing boat and got caught in its net.
Several attempts were made to save the whale, but it was not until another whale came
to the rescue (holding the injured whale near the surface) that men were able to cut the
lines and free the trapped whale.
The author was impressed with the plight of huge sea creatures and decided to write
and illustrate a story that would be sympathetic to their survival. He has succeeded! The
illustrations are soft watercolor-style and seem to float from one page to the next.
-Vicky M. Turner

***
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Johnson, Annabel. I am Leaper. Illustrated by Stella Orrnai.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1990. ISBN 0-590-34300-4. $11.95. 105 pp.
A kangaroo rat known as Leaper allows herself to be captured by the large humans
because she needs their help. She feels that if she can tell them about the monster that
is invading the desert they will be able to help destroy it. The humans, however, are not
interested in her story and only want to prove to the rest of the human world that animals
can talk. Twelve-year-old Julian X. (for Xerxes) Jones works as a cleaning assistant at
the lab where Leaper now lives. He watches the men with distrust, and as soon as
Leaper is in the palm of his hand, he realizes that he can understand her-mind to mind.
Julian decides to help Leaper as soon as he realizes that she won't eat or drink the lab
food and he returns to the desert twice to get her what she needs. Finally, she decides
that she will not survive in the lab and asks Julian to help her and the other animals
escape.
As they leave the lab, Julian offers to take her back to her home on his
motorcycle. Only in Leaper's terror does he realize that the motorcycle is the monster
she has been describing-the one that is killing her friends and devastating her desert
home.
The desert animals come alive as Julian finds that he can communicate with more
animals than the little kangaroo rat. He learns of their fears and need to survive. As he
travels into the desert to find food and drink for Leaper, he learns a new respect for the
world around him. Illustrated with black and white charcoal drawings.
- Vicky M. Turner

A
2-4
FI

.........

Lawrence, R. D. Wolves.
Sierra Club, 1990. ISBN 0-316-51676-7. $14.95. 64 pp.
Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Gray Wolf, Red Wolf. Photographs by William Munoz.
Clarion, 1990. ISBN 0-89919-863-5. $15.95. 64 pp.
R. D. Lawrence's book on wolves lives up to the Sierra Club's usual standard for
...
producing beautiful books. The Sierra Club book makes the Clarion Book, Gray Wolf, All ages
Red Wolfby Dorothy Patent, look like a dull text-book in its layout and design. Both
NF
books contain excellent photographs and interesting, well-written text, but if I were to
PB
pick a book by its looks, I'd choose the one by the Sierra Club. It's slightly larger and
surprisingly, that does make a difference. In the Lawrence book, the photographs are of
A
varying sizes and in different places on the page, but every page is well balanced as to
3-9
use of space. The larger book also contains drawings of such things as wolf tracks, facial
NF
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expressions, maps of habitats, and comparisons between the faces of wolves and coyotes.
The drawings are done on pale blue squares. These squares unify the drawings with the
square shape of the photographs, but still provide another kind of variety to the visual
format. Finally, Patent's book suffers by comparison because it costs $15.95 and the
larger book by Lawrence is a dollar cheaper at $14.95.
Both books have indexes, but Lawrence's is more extensive. Some of the information
is the same but Patent gives more information on subspecies that are in danger of
extinction. Nonetheless, unless you have to purchase both of them like I did in order to
show what a difference the look of a book can make, I would advise the purchase of the
Sierra Club book by R. D. Lawrence.
-Lillian Heil

.........

Longfellow, Henry. W. Paul Revere's Ride. Illustrated by Ted Rand.
])utton, 1990. ISBN 0-525-44610-9. $14.95. Unpaginated.

*

All ages

PT
PB

Paul Revere's Ride, by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, doesn't give the correct
historical facts and sequence of his breath-taking ride, but it certainly insured Paul Revere
a place in history, and the drama of the poem continues to capture the imagination of
illustrators for children's books. Ted Rand's version has already captured my vote in
comparison to some of the earlier versions (one of which pictured the horse as white
when Jean Fritz had already provided us with evidence that the horse was brown.
Besides, what horseman in his right mind would ride a white horse in the moonlight if
he didn't want to be seen?).
Rand's dramatic use of light from the moon, from candle light, or from a tavernagainst the darkness of the night-might heighten and match the drama that is so much
a part of this famous narrative poem. The brightness of the reflected yellow light of the
moon focuses our attention on the peaceful moment as Paul's friend looked down over
the town and the silent moonlit graveyard before he saw the British ships which meant
he should signal Paul that his dangerous ride should begin.
Rand makes the light from the full moon brighter than it really is, but the dark
bushes, sides of the houses, trees, and the horse and rider sustain the illusion of night as
Paul Revere races through the countryside on his historic mission of warning.
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It's a wonderful poem focusing on the sights, sounds and feelings of the night as
Revere pounded through New England. Rand's illustrations capture that same feeling of
excitement as one man's efforts to change the world are recorded in Longfellow's tribute
to Paul Revere's courage and physical skill.
-Lillian Heil

.........

Manushkin, Fran. Latkes and Applesauce. Illustrated by Robin Spowart.
Scholastic Hardcover, 1990. ISBN 0-590-42261-8. $12.95. Unpaginated.

Latkes and Applesauce is a Hannukah story. It begins, "It happened long ago in a
village far away, where there lived a little family named Menashe. Papa and Mama
Menashe were two tailors who had two children, Rebecca and Ezra." When the time
came to celebrate Hanukkah, the Menashes have many traditions, but the two they liked
the best were digging the potatoes for Latkes and picking the fresh apples for the
applesauce. One year, on the first night of Hanukkah, a tremendous blizzard covered the
ground and made it impossible to go outside for several days. The little family ate the
food that was already in the house. One day, a cold, hungry kitten could be heard
outside and, of course, they invited him in where it was warm and gave him food. The
next day, a starving dog was admitted to the warm little house. On the eighth night, the
snow began to stop and the sky began to clear. Tired of being in the house so long, the
Menashes and their two new pets rush outside. The dog sniffed the ground and began
to dig. Very soon he had enough potatoes for Latkes. The cat climbed the apple tree and
shook down enough apples for applesauce. That night, there was a great celebration in
the little house as the Menashe family fmally were able to observe Hanukkah in the
traditional way. The miracle continued as the children finally named the foundling cat
and dog. Can you guess what names they were given?
This book is a fun look at a culture of which some children may not be aware. Many
of the Jewish customs are briefly explained and illustrated, for example: shamrnes,
menorah , and dreidel. The pictures are soft and inviting, and the story has a special
ending. There is a three-page addition at the end of the book that tells about the holiday
of Hanukkah, gives a recipe for Potato Latkes, and gives directions for playing Dreidel.
There is also a bibliography of other Hanukkah books.
-Vicky M. Turner

A
2-3
PB

.........
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McKenna, Colleen O'Shaughnessy. Merry Christmas. Miss McConnell!
Scholastic Hardcover, 1990. ISBN 0-590-43554-X. $12.95. 155 pp.
A
4-6
FI

The fourth-grade students have been waiting a long time to have Mrs. Jackson as their
teacher in fifth grade. The time is finally here, but the class learns just before Christmas
that she will be leaving to have a baby. Their new teacher, Miss McConnell, seems old
and crotchety and comes to school dressed in black. Meg Stafford and her two best
friends, Raymond and Gaelen, seem to be the ones that Miss McConnell finds the least
likeable. Time after time these three seem to be on the wrong side of Miss McConnell's
anger. It isn't until they are visiting the hospital to see Mrs. Jackson's baby that they
learn about Miss McConnell's secret life. Suddenly, she doesn't seem like Scrooge to
them any more and becomes more like someone who could be their favorite teacher.
This book is not part of the Murphy Family Series, but is every bit as good. The
characters seem to come to life. At the first of the book, you truly dislike Miss
McConnell and side with the children. Only as the author slowly reveals more about
Miss McConnell do you begin to understand her actions and grow to love her.
- Vicky M. Turner

***

Mirabel, Cecil. Lottie's Cats. Illustrated by Francesca Martin.
Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., 1990. ISBN 0-517-57707-0. $12.95 . Unpaginated.
83-6
Fl
PB

This is a strange little tale of a girl, Lottie, and her seven cats-one for every day of
the week. Everything is just wonderful until Friday's cat disappears. All the other cats
worry about why he has vanished, and Lottie can't eat or sleep. After a week of
searching, he is magically returned on Halloween night. Mirabel doesn't write what
happened, but Potter's illustrations leave little doubt that the return was magical. When
Lottie tells her mother, she "just laughed kindly and said it was a dream; Friday's cat
must have got lost and managed to find his own way back. But Lottie knew better. •
And so, the question is left up to the reader: was it magic?
The illustrations are full of thousands of little details-perhaps too many for the young
reader, but fascinating to the adult. But, the colors are dark, and even on a sunny day,
everything appears to be gloomy. Maybe it's because I don't like cats, but these cats
seem to be everywhere. If you like cats, you will probably like Lottie's Cats.
-Helen Hoopes

***
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Morimoto, Junko. My Hiroshima.
Viking, 1987. ISBN 0-670-83181-6. $12.95. 15 pp.
Junko Morimoto, born in Hiroshima, Japan, and trained at the Kyoto University of
Fine Arts, tells the story of the first atomic bomb explosion.
Through the
juxtapositioning of exact, home-hitting prose, and hauntingly beautiful illustrations,
Morimoto resurrects her childhood memories so that young children will be able to feel
her story and connect it with their own. This book is a must for any person desiring just
such an experience.
-John B. Wright

*

1-6
NF
PB

***

Morris, Winifred. Just Listen. Illustrated by Patricia Cullen-Clark.
Atheneum, 1990. ISBN 0-689-31588-0. $11.95. Unpaginated.
Tara is a little girl who lives in the city. She is surrounded by noise-everywhere.
Every third Sunday of the month, she goes with her family to visit her Grandma in the
country. Grandma always takes her outside, far from the house, and says, "Just Listen."
Tara can hear the sounds of the country, and then there is silence. When Tara tells her
grandma that she can hear nothing, Grandma tells her that if she listens, she can hear her
own special song. Eventually, Grandma becomes old and sick and has to move into the
city to be close to her children. She is surrounded by noise, no longer able to hear her
own song.
This is a simple little book about the need that all people have to be alone in order in
ilence to know themselves. Cullen-Clark has created a most believable grandma with
hite, cloud-like hair and crippled fingers. This would be a good book to read to a
oung child leading to a discussion about what is to be learned in a quiet atmosphere, or
bout relationships between children and their grandparents. This book might be a little
ifficult for a young child to understand unless he/she is very adept interpreting feelings ;
ence, the B + rating.
-Helen Hoopes

B+

Pre-4
FI

PB

***
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Pringle, Lawrence. Global Warming .
Arcade Publishers, Little Brown & Co., 1990 ISBN 1-55970-012-2. $14.95. 46 pp.
A
4+

NF

PB

Global Warming is a worldwide concern and requires worldwide cooperation to even
begin to solve the problem. Lawrence Pringle's book on Global Warming clearly and
concisely states the problem (by describing the greenhouse gases responsible),
hypothesizes about some fri ghtening consequences, (flooding of coastal areas and wilder
hurricanes), and finally, offers some solutions.
He suggests the development of drought resistant wheat, conserving water, and the
developing of building codes banning additional construction of buildings in low coastal
areas. Other solutions for reducing the greenhouse gases include banning the use of
chlorofluocardons (coolant and spray can gases), switching away from coal and oil as fuel
sources, developing more efficient cars, and finding more efficient ways to insulate
buildings. Finally, he supports the reforestation projects all over the world.
Pringle has wisely chosen not to overwhelm the reader with too many facts and
examples, but the ones he uses are powerful. To know that the amount of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere has increased from 300 parts per million in 1860, to 340 parts per
million in 1987, is, to me, pretty convincing evidence of fast change.
Pringle has selected clear, often beautiful photographs of the earth to support his text,
and the design and format of the book is pleasing to the eye. It is a short, but convincing
book about something we must all work on together-thoughtfully and wisely take care
of our planet Earth.
-Lillian Heil

***

Rand, Gloria. Salty Dog . Illustrated by Ted Rand.
Henry Holt and Co., 1989. ISBN 0-8050-0837-3. $13.95. 31 pp.
C
K-4

PB

A young man, Zach, gets a new puppy just as he starts building a new boat. He calls
the pup Salty Dog and lets him stay in the boatyard while he is little and can' t get out of
his box. But when Salty gets too big to confine, Zach leaves him home every day . One
day, Salty gets away and takes the ferry across to the boatyard to find Zach. Then Zach
lets him stay around a while each day before sending him home again. In the meantime,
the boat gets built, and Zach and Salty Dog take it out to sea for a sail.
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The pictures are nicely detailed and colorful, but the text is dull and the subject poorly
handled. If you have readers who already have an interest in boat building, it might be
worth getting. Otherwise, I'd recommend giving this book a bye.
-Jan Staheli

***

Robins, Joan. Addie Runs Away. Illustrated by Sue Truesdell.
Harper & Row, 1989. ISBN 0-06-025080-1. $8.95. 32 pp.
Addie is sure her parents don't want her anymore. Why else would they send her
away for two weeks to Camp Putt where she won't know anyone and the bugs will eat
her up? So, Addie is running away. Max comes to the rescue by pointing out that there
are bugs at home, too, and he races Addie back home. They both decide to go to Camp
Putt and bring Ginger back a present.
Anyone who has ever watched a child read about Addie and Max will be eager to get
this new book. The story, about fear of a new situation, is easy to follow; the pictures
are delightful; and the continuing friendship of Max and Addie is appealing to children
of all ages.
-Jan Staheli

A
Pre-2

FI

***

Roehrig, Catharine. Fun with Hieroglyphs.
The Metropolitan Museum of Art & Viking, 1990. ISBN 0-670-83576-5. $19.95.
65 pp.
Any scribe would have been malachite green with envy had he seen this set. The
guidebook is superb and the stamps are of superior construction. This is easily my
favorite book of the year. My daughter and I are already using the stamps to correspond.
If you did not get one for Christmas, hint for your birthday.
- Thomas Kent Hinckley

*

4+

NF

***
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Rosen, Michael. We're Going on a Bear Hunt. Illustrated by Helen Oxenbury.
Margaret H. McElderry Books, 1989. ISBN 0-689-50476-4. $14.95. 34 pp.
A
Pre-2

PB

We're going on a bear hunt.
We're going to catch a big one.
What a beautiful day!
We're not scared.
With these familiar words, Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury recall wonderful
childhood memories of hikes with Cub Scouts, and campfires with crusty marshmallows.
Someone was always sure to start the progressive story of the bear hunt. Through tall
grass, a cold river, oozy mud, and all the rest. Since we can't go over it, and we can't
go under it, we always have to go through it with a splish splash or a squelch squerch!
By the time we find the bear (tiptoe tiptoe) we're more than ready to RUSH back home
past each obstacle, shut the door and climb under the covers. You may be sure that We
are not going oil a bear hunt again.
The illustrations are nicely done. Oxenbury shows the delightful details of the
progression as children slide down a grass-covered mountain, shake rocks out of their
shoes, and peer warily into the cave. The typeface is large, then larger, and the
repetition makes this an easy read for beginning readers as well as a fascinating lookagain, on each page, for all readers.
-Jan Staheli

***

Rounds, Glen (retold by). I Know An Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly. Illustrated by
Glen Rounds.
Holiday House, 1990. ISBN 0-82340814-0. $14.95. Unpaginated
A
K-4
PT
PB

Glen Rounds has become one of my favorite illustrators. His economical use of line
produces marvelously down-to-earth characters-amusing and entertaining because we
recognize our own humanity in their antics. Rounds has chosen to illustrate this folk
chant (I Know An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly) about the persistent lady who kept
swallowing bigger and bigger animals to get rid of the fly that started the trouble.
Rounds succeeds in making every animal (except one) look puzzled, dismayed, helpless,
and finally, angry in the face of her determination. The fly is the exception . Present in
every illustration, the blank-faced fly hangs above the events of the story like an onlooker
waiting to see what happens next. When the old lady finally died ("of course, after
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swallowing a horse") the fly is still hanging over the grave marker as blank-faced as
ever-the innocent cause of her final demise.
The tongue-in-cheek illustrations fit the chant to perfection. I've never seen such a
dismayed spider (though 1 confess 1 haven't spent much time on the emotional state of
spiders). The knock-kneed chicken is a picture of a baffled bird; the cat looks defeated
and finally mad; the dog starts out with a "Is she for real?" look that changes to an angry
snarl as the cat flattens her ears and turns her back. The horse is a sway-backed, splayfooted chunk of horsemeat with an "I dare you to swallow me.· look on his face. Enjoy
the art of Glen Rounds as you appreciate the feelings of the animals swallowed by the
determined (but now dead), old lady who swallowed a fly.
- Lillian Heil

***

Ryder, Joanne. Under the Moon. Illustrated by Cheryl Harness.
Random House, 1989. ISBN 0-394-81960-8. $5.99. 26 pp.
Mama Mouse takes her youngest child out one night to hunt for berries and seeds.
Then, knowing her little one needs to know, asks where home is. The little mouse knows
where she lives! She lives under the moon! But Mama Mouse teaches her to find her
way home by smelling the woods and the blackberries, listening to the stream and the
crickets, feeling the gravel on the road side, and remembering what home smells and
feels like, too.
This is a charming book. The art work by Joanne Ryder is lovely-full-colored and
detailed, evoking the nighttime meadow and the woods and stream beyond. The story is
gently written with the little mouse finding her way satisfyingly home. The paper is
heavy and rich-feeling and the type face is clear and easily read-a captivating little
picture book I would recommend for any library, school, or home.
-Jan Staheli

*

Pre-2
PB

***

Schnieper, Claudia. Chameleons. Photographs by Max Meier . .
Carolrhoda, 1989. ISBN 8-87614-520-9. $6.95. 47 pp.
If, like me, your knowledge of chameleons has been limited to "lizards that can
change color," you'll enjoy the close-up photographs by Max Meier and concise text by
Claudia Schnieper in the Carolrhoda Nature Watch Series entitled Chameleons. I did not
realize that there are 85 different species (some as large as 2 1/2 feet with many varieties
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of crests, flaps, and spikes on their bodies). Nor did I know about their strange bUlging
cone-shaped eyes that enable them to use binocular or independent movement of both
eyes.
Their fused toes encourage most varieties to stay in the trees, occasionally using their
tails (which will not regenerate as lizards do when broken) to keep them from falling .
One of the most interesting series of photographs shows a chameleon firing its longrange weapon (a tongue that can extend as long as the chameleon's body) to capture a
grasshopper meal. Their color changing capabilities were both shown and explained in
terms of cellular structure.
I learned, too, that chameleons are not social and come together only to mate and
reproduce the species. Here, too, color changes of the female tell the male if he is
welcome. Pregnant females use color to tell another male his presence is unwelcome.
Both informative text and excellent photographs encourage our interest in this pop-eyed,
dragon-like member of the reptile family. The index makes it easy to locate particular
kinds of information.
-Lillian Heil

***

Service, Pamela. Vision Quest.
Ballentine Books Fawcell Juniper, 1990. ISBN 0-449-70372-X. $2.95. 117 pp.
A
4-6
FI

Two worlds exist side by side in Pamela Service's Vision Quest. Kate is caught up
in the life of Wadat, an Indian Shaman, who needs her help to recover a lost Shaman
stone. After the death of her father, Kate and her mother had come to this half-deserted
mining town to live with her uncle. Lonely, unhappy Kate accidently picks up some
ancient Shaman's stones and begins to catch glimpses of Wadat's life. The stones' visions
drive her to enlist the aid of a young Chinese boy who wants to be an archaeologist.
When he touches one of the stones, he, too, begins to see Wadat and believes Kate when
she tells him of her troubling dreams and visions. Piecing together Wadat's story, the
two manage to recover the lost stone from dangerous criminals, save a failing deer hunt
for Wadat, as Kate, Jimmy, and the pursuing criminals burst into the time period and
events of the Indians, and return the stone to its rightful Indian owner.
Service's story is fast-moving and filled with suspense. At the same time, it is told
in vividly descriptive language. The beauty of the desert, the love of the younger Indian
for the older Shaman, and the excitement of the chase are all captured in vivid prose.
Service's power with language is exemplified in the climax when the two worlds collide:
"The buck bounded aside as the engine screeched and the cycle skidded into the fence.
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Like a wave hitting a rock, the fleeing wide-eyed deer swerved away from the noisy
horror that had suddenly appeared in their midst."
Besides escaping with her life and helping the grateful Indians, Kate comes to terms
with her father' s death as she decides that time is a river and that some day she'll see her
parent again. The book leaves the reader with a very satisfied feeling of being at peace
with the world, and all who have or will live on it.
-Lillian Heil

.........

Trimble, Stephen. The Village of Blue Stone. Illustrated by Jennifer Owings Dewey and
Deborah Read.
Macmillan, 1990. ISBN 0-02-789501-7. $13.95. 58 pp.
Stephen Trimble has recreated the daily life of the ancient Anasazi (the word
translates to mean "someone's ancestors") people who inhabited what we call cliff
dwellings in and near Mesa Verde, Colorado. Preceded by a brief introduction of the
discovery of cliff ruins in 1888, most of the book puts into story form what it would have
been like to live through a year in the Village of Blue Stone around 1100 A.D . An
"Afterword" gives a brief description of how archaeologists work, and the" Author' s
Note" informs us that although much can be inferred from archaeology, no one knows
exactly how the Anasazi lived. Trimble has used the daily life of modem Pueblo tribes
(Hopi, Zuni, and Acoma) to help him with details.
The book is illustrated with soft line drawings by Jennifer Dewey. They seem to fit
the gentle nature and peaceful life of the Anasazi people. I prefer the colors used on the
cover, though, with yellow-orange stones and houses against a blue sky. It makes me
wish the whole book repeated that warm yellow color against blue.
Trimble gives us a lot of information about these ancestors of the Pueblo Indians, but
there are things about his book that bother me. He evidently decided the information
would be more interesting to readers if presented in story form. I don't agree because
the story doesn ' t have enough excitement in the plot to make it an interesting story. He
may well have thought that such excitement would distract from the information; but that
is the same mistake that used to be made by almost all nonfiction authors. To avoid
distracting the reader, they deliberately made a weak story-line that was so boring no one
wanted to read the information. And yet, the reason these authors used a story-line was
to attract readers' interest. That's self-defeating, and nowadays, few nonfiction writers
try to use a story-line unless they are recreating exciting events in history. I was so
uninvolved in the story, I kept wondering how he knew this was the wayan ancient
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people lived. I would have been very interested in knowing what archaeological findings
and analysis supported his description of daily life. Then it would have been like a
detective solving a puzzle.
Trimble's book certainly can be useful because of the information in it, plus his list
of ruins to visit, an organization to contact if you want to help with an archaeological
excavation, more sources of technical information, a short glossary, and an index. This
may be a valuable book for you, especially if you live near this area or want to visit some
of the cliff dwellings.
-Lillian Reil

***

Vincent, Gabrielle. Ernest and Celestine at the Circus.
Greenwillow Books, 1989. ISBN 0-688-808684-5. $11.95. 32 pp.
A
3+
PB

This is one of the series of the Ernest and Celestine stories published in Belgium

(Ernest et Celestine au Cirque) in 1988. Greenwillow has now made available in the

United States, seven other titles in the delightful series about Ernest. In this book, Ernest
is a huge and gentle bear of a circus clown who feels that his old age makes it impossible
for him to continue with the circus he has always loved. Another character in this book
is the delightfully quick and amusing mouse whom Ernest finds and teaches some tricks
(and tries to keep her safe from the wicked rats in their little attic room). When they
decide to approach the outside of the circus tent, Ernest's old friends surround him with
delighted pleas for him to come back to the circus; and Celestine, dressed in a bright and
clever costume made by herself from colorful paper scraps, wins a small and delightful
role, too.
-Carol Oaks

***

Wilkes, Angela. My First Science Book.
A. A. Knopf, 1990. ISBN 0-679-90583-9. $12.99. 48 pp.
A
2+
NF

Did you know that no two people in the world have the same fingerprints? Learn to
take fingerprints, dust for fingerprints around your house or classroom and you'll learn
why fingerprints are valuable tools used by detectives in solving crimes.
The fingerprint kit is one of fifteen simple experiments designed to introduce children
to the exciting world of science. By utilizing items found around the home, science is
brought from its lofty realm to everyday life. Each experiment is briefly explained. The
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materials needed to conduct each experiment are shown via life-size, full-colored pictures.
The equipment is illustrated and step-by-step photographs and clearly-written instructions
inspire success. The final results are shown and a brief summary is given.
The experiments are quite simple, but adults, who may have forgotten simple, sound
explanations, will surely enjoy this beautiful approach to science as much as their children
will.
-Gabi Kupitz

***

Yolen, Jane (editor). The Lap-Time Song and Play Book. Illustrated by Margot Tomes.
Musical arrangements by Adam Staple.
Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1989. ISBN 0-1524-3588-3. $15.95. Unpaginated.
The Lap-Time S01lg and Play Book is a delightful collection of sixteen nursery songs,
each accompanied by a bit of history. The nursery songs represent different historical
times, and come from different eras and lands. They were delightful fun for nursery
children and were, in older times, the source of their pleasure and of great important to
their education.
This is another recent nursery book which will be very welcome both in homes and
on the shelves of really good books for kindergartens and youngest children-books which
need many copies because they will be more than well-read.
-Carol Oaks
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